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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2803

Introduced by Assembly Member Jerome Horton

February 20, 2004

An act to add Section 1701.7 to the Public Utilities Code, relating to
the Public Utilities Commission.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 2803, as amended, Jerome Horton. Public Utilities
Commission: hearings: record on economic impacts.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory
authority over public utilities and can establish its own procedures,
subject to statutory limitations or directions and constitutional
requirements of due process. Existing law requires the commission to
determine whether a proceeding requires a quasi-legislative, an
adjudication, or a ratesetting hearing. Existing law states the intent of
the Legislature that the commission assess the economic effects or
consequences @6 decisions within existing resources and commission
structures, and prohibits the commission from establishing a separate
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office or department for the purpose of evaluating economic
development consequences of commission activities.

This bill would require, if the commission determines that a
ratesetting oguasi-legislative case requires a hearing, that the assigned
commissioner or administrative law judge-desigmerminen the
scoping memorandum whether there is a need-te—develop—a record
considercomments or evidence from part@sthe economic impact of
issues presented in the case. The bill would reguire-every-party in the
ease—te—pfewele—a—shewmg—te—assﬂr&s commission, if the assigned
commissioner or administrative law judge determines that it is
necessary to develop a record on the economic impact of those issues,
to consider evidence submitted by the parties to the case regarding
whether the ratesetting or quasi-legislative case is likely to affect
prescribed and designated elements of economic significance. The bill
would also require, if the assigned commissioner or the assigned
administrative law judge determines that it is necessary to develop a
record on the economic impact of issues-presamtsynatedn the

case—that—appropriate—findings—relative to—the—econemie—issues
desighated-ithe-seoping-memerancitsuoping memorandum, that the

comments or evidence relied upon by the commissancluded as a

part ofthe final written decision—Fhre-biweuldrequire-the-ecemmission
te-assesspreserbed-and-desighated-elements-ef-econemiesignificance

Fund—te—hbe—available for—expenditure—by—the—cemmission- upon
apprepration—by—the—tegistaturéhe bill would provide that any
additional costs incurred by the commission as a result of the
implementation of the provisions of the bill be funded utilizing existing
resources, and not result in an increase in specified fees
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program:-yes
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1701.7 is added to the Public Utilities
Code, to read:

1701.7. (a) If the commission determines that a ratesetting or
guasi-legislative case requires a hearing pursuant to Section
1701.1, the assigned commissioner or the assigned administrative
law judge shall-desigratietermindn the scoping memorandum
whether there is a need-te-develep-a+ecorsgider comments or
evidence from partiesn the economic impact of issues presented
in the case. [Htis-determindle assigned commissioner or the
assigned administrative law judge determittest it is necessary
to develop a record on the economic impact of these-issues, every
p&rty—teth&ease—melﬂdmg—a—pameumﬂy—shawpfe\ﬂde—a—shewm
teassess-whethertheratesettingseues, the commission shall
consider evidence submitted by parties to the case, regarding
whether the ratesetting @uasi-legislative case is likely to affect
employment, capital investment, infrastructure deployment,
public safety, or any other element determined to be of economic

S|gn|f|cance —Eve%y—paﬂy—te—the—ease—metudmg—a—p&bhc—utlhty

(b) If, pursuant to subdivision (af)e assigned commissioner
or the assigned administrative law judge determines that it is
necessary to develop a record on the economic impact of issues
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%he—p&le#c—m%erestde&gnated in the scoplng memorandum, the
comments or evidence relied upon by the commission shall be

included as a part of the final written decision.
(c) The requirements of this section apply to any ratesetting or
quasi-legislative case initiated on or after January 1, 2005.

(d) Any additional costs incurred by the commission a&salt
of the implementation of the provisions of this section shall be
funded utilizing existing resources and shall not result in an
increase in fees imposed pursuant to Section 431.
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